
 
© Sustain Wildlife and Birding Safaris 

 
info@sustainsafaris.com www.sustainsafaris.com Page 1 of 9 
 

 
 

Highveld to Kruger Region 
 

BIRDING AND WILDLIFE SAFARI 
 

25 November – 1 December 2019 
 

TRIP REPORT 
 

 
White-starred Robin 

 

Summary 
 
Tour Leaders: Michael Wright 
 
Tour Participants: Thomas De Meulenaer 
 
Total Distance Travelled:  1,801 kms 
 
Temperature Range:  14-34°C 
 
Total Birds: 293 seen and 9 heard 
 
Total Mammals:  40 seen 
 
Total Reptiles & Amphibians:  11 seen 
 
Top 10 Birds of the Trip: Cape Parrot, Black-fronted Bush-Shrike, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Narina 

Trogon, Southern Pied Babbler, Ground Woodpecker, Sentinel Rock-
Trush, Barratt’s Warbler, White-backed Mousebird, Eastern Long-billed 
Lark. 
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Note: All images included in the report are from this particular trip. 

 

Trip Breakdown and Report: 
 

Day 1: 25 November 2019 – Pilanesberg National Park  
 
Our group met up in Johannesburg near OR Tambo International Airport, and we immediately departed 
for Pilanesberg National Park, picking up our first few birds along the highway en route. Upon arriving 
at the Park, we immediately checked in and offloaded our gear at our very comfortable accommodation 
− Bakubung Game Lodge. We added a few more regular species in the lodge grounds, before heading 
into the Park for 2 hours, before returning to hop onto the evening guided game drive.  

Our bird tally grew quickly, as we added species such as African Wattled Lapwings, Green-
winged Pytilia, Red-faced Mousebirds, Speckled Pigeon, Lesser Grey Shrike, Groundscraper Thrush, 
and Dusky Indigobird at the western extremity of its highveld range. African Black Duck surprised us on 
the open water of Lengau Dam, as it was accompanied by Knob-billed Ducks and African Spoonbill. 
While the other spots of open water added Caspian Tern and Great Egret. Nice transition zone species 
included Capped Wheatear, Black-throated Canary, Marico Flycatcher, Kalahari Scrub-Robin, White-
browed Sparrow-Weaver, and Rufous-cheeked Nightjar just after sunset, which is always a win. 

On the mammal front we were delighted to find 5 Mountain Reedbuck a mere 2km into the 
Park, very uncommon in these parts, and this was followed by a pride of 5 lions lazing about in the short 
grass near Ruighoek Dam, and then a great sighting of 3 Black Rhinos together (a bull, cow and growing 
calf – probable mating going on), one of the old Kruger bull Elephants passed us within a metre or two, 
and many Hippo with calves grazing around Mankwe Dam during delicious sundowers. 
 
The eventful day was ended with the most scrumptious buffet dinner, with an extraordinary selection, 
and some delectable red wine. 
 
Route: Johannesburg to Pilanesberg National Park (238km). 

Weather: Partly cloudy most of the day. 

Temperature range:  19-29°C. 

Birds of the Day:  Capped Wheatear, Rufous-cheeked Nightjar, Dusky Indigobird, African Black 

Duck. 

Mammals of the Day:  Mountain Reedbuck, 3 Black Rhino together, lazy Lion pride, large Elephant 

bull very near. 

Daily Bird Total:  75 seen and 5 heard. 

Daily Mammal Total:  16 seen. 
 

    
Scaly-feathered Finch     3 Black Rhinos 

 

Day 2: 26 November 2019 – Pilanesberg to Nylsvley 
 
The next day proved to be the most productive of the trip. We headed out early on a morning drive into 
the Park, returned to pack, and then headed back through the Park to exit through Bakgatla Gate. This 
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added, amongst many others: Cinnamon-breasted Bunting, Mocking Cliff-Chat, Desert Cisticola, Long-
billed Crombec, Namaqua Dove, African Fish-Eagle, Black-chested Snake-Eagle, Hamerkop, Glossy 
Ibis, Black-chested Prinia, Cape Sparrow, Marabou Stork, Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler, Black-cheeked 
Waxbill, and Violet-eared Waxbill. 
 We departed Pilanesberg for Zaagskuilsdrift, and travelled through the Waterberg. This route 
added some good birds along the way, as well as many interesting and exotic mammal sightings 
through the fences of the many breeding and hunting farms. New birds included Red-billed Buffalo-
Weaver, Red-headed Weaver, Giant Kingfisher, Purple Roller, Common House Martin, Shikra, Scaly-
feathered Finch, and then the great surprise of Great Spotted Cuckoo flyby. 
 Our time on the Zaagskuilsdrift road added others, including Southern Pied Babbler, Ant-eating 
Chat, Northern Black Korhaan, Woodland Kingfisher, Bearded Scrub-Robin, Magpie Shrike, Wattled 
Starling, and Intermediate (Yellow-billed) Egret. 
 We then headed toward Nylsvley for our overnight stop at the charming and luxury Zwahili 
Private Game Lodge & Spa. Along the back roads of this route we were pleasantly surprised by good 
sightings of Mosque Swallow, Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark, Greater Kestrel, and a distant flock of 
Lesser Kestrels. 

On the mammal front we added some interesting ones, such as White Rhino, Red Hartebeest, 
and Eland in Pilanesberg, and then Golden Wildebeest, Sable, and Springbok in the game farms. 
 
After a fair amount of travel, the productive day ended with a great meal and some choice beverages 
and wine. 
 
Route: Pilanesberg to Zaagskuilsdrift to Zwahili (332km). 

Weather: Partly cloudy most of the day. 

Temperature range:  20-32°C. 

Birds of the Day:  Great Spotted Cuckoo, Southern Pied Babbler, Northern Black Korhaan, 

Mosque Swallow, Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark, Greater Kestrel. 

Mammals of the Day:  White Rhino, Eland, Sable. 

Daily Bird Total:  142 seen and 3 heard. 

Daily Mammal Total:  20 seen. 
 

   
Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark male 

 

Day 3: 27 November 2019 – Nylsvley to Woodbush Forest Reserve 
 
Early the next morning, we set off on an enjoyable open safari vehicle game drive around Zwahili. Some 
of what we picked up included Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike, Red-crested Korhaan, Common Ostrich, 
Willow Warbler, Marico Sunbirds, Black-crowned Tchagra, and Violet-backed Starling. We also enjoyed 
great views of Eland and a pair of Lions. 

We then departed for Nyslvley in the hope of finding water and wetland, only to be sorely 
disappointed – it was still dry as a bone, which really dented our rallid and waterbird count. Nonetheless, 
we encountered the following new birds within the reserve Acacia Pied Barbet, Lark-like Bunting, Rock 
Martin, Long-tailed Paradise Whydah.  

So, we pressed on toward Polokwane Nature Reserve in the hopes of locating Short-clawed 
Lark, only to dip on that. We did add Burnt-necked Eremomela and Crimson-breasted Shrike however, 
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before pressing on further toward Magoebaskloof and our 2-night stop at Bramasole Guesthouse, near 
the base of Woodbush Forest Reserve. 

The drive into Bramasole passed a wetland and stream, which produced Yellow Bishop, Dark-
capped Yellow Warbler, and some surprise out-of-range White-backed Mousebirds. We then briefly 
walk through the gardens and mistbelt forest before sunset, which rendered Chorister Robin-Chat, 
White-browed Robin-Chat, and Yellow-bellied Greenbul.  
 
Another busy day through varied habitats ended with a great dinner and a very comfortable sleep at the 
eclectic and stylish Bramasole, with its artsy style and culture-themed rooms. 
 
Route: Zwahili Private Game Lodge & Spa to Nylslvley Nature Reserve to Polokwane 

Nature Reserve to Magoebaskloof (228km). 

Weather: Clear. 

Temperature range:  19-32°C. 

Birds of the Day:  Burnt-necked Eremomela, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Lark-like Bunting, Dark-

capped Yellow Warbler, White-backed Mousebird. 

Mammals of the Day:  Eland, Lion. 

Daily Bird Total:  111 seen and 4 heard. 

Daily Mammal Total:  21 seen. 
 

    
Cape Parrots     Yellow-streaked Greenbul 

 

Day 4: 28 November 2019 – Woodbush Forest Reserve and surrounds 
 
We awoke and set off at dawn to climb up into the glorious Woodbush Forest. The new species for the 
trip started flowing thick and fast, starting with Greater Double-collared Sunbirds, Cape Canary and 
Forest Canary. We then headed up to the Forest Hut and immediately picked up our main target while 
still in the car park, a small flock of 4 Cape Parrots settled right overhead with a few African Olive 
Pigeons. This was shortly followed by a walk into a pristine indigenous forest section, which roved a 
treasure trove – we added Terrestrial Brownbul, Olive Bush-Shrike, magnificent African Emerald 
Cuckoos, superb views of White-starred Robin, Narina Trogon, Yellow-streaked Greenbul, and on the 
way out, Olive Woodpecker and Grey Cuckooshrike. 
 We headed back to Bramasole for brunch, added Barratt’s Warbler and Bar-throated Apalis 
near the stream before the gate, and enjoyed the beautifully landscaped gardens. We then visited 
Haenertsburg for some supplies, and stopped at Stanford Lake en route, where we added Woolly-
necked Stork, White-throated Swallow, African Swamphen and White-winged Tern. From there we 
headed onto the open grasslands of the Louis Changuion Trail, where we added Alpine Swift, 
Drakensberg Prinia and Long-crested Eagle. 
 After a light lunch we climbed Forest Drive toward Debengeni Falls, and picked up Blue-mantled 
Crested Flycatcher, White-throated Robin-Chat, Sombre Greenbul and Chorister Robin-Chat. At the 
Falls, we enjoyed fantastic views of Mountain Wagtail. Shortly after, we ascended higher up the trail 
and included Knysna Turaco, and another big target – Black-fronted Bush-Shrike. As the sun began 
setting, we added a lovely flock of Swee Waxbills. 
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After another very productive and active day that included many endemics and specials, we relaxed to 
another tasty dinner and good rest. 
 
Route: Around Woodbush Forest and Haenertsburg.  

Weather: Clear or partly cloudy most of the day. 

Temperature range:  14-33°C. 

Birds of the Day:  Cape Parrot, Black-fronted Bush-Shrike, Barratt’s Warbler, African Emerald 

Cuckoo. 

Mammals of the Day:  Samango Monkey. 

Daily Bird Total:  99 seen and 3 heard. 

Daily Mammal Total:  2 seen and 1 heard. 
 

   
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler   Male Lion – one of the coalition brothers 

 

Day 5: 29 November 2019 – Magoebaskloof to Balule Private Game Reserve  
 
The following morning, we explored the forest above Bramasole and the gardens and enjoyed great 
views of Chorister Robin-Chat, Cape Parrots gave a most welcome flyover, Cape Batis, Terrestrial 
Brownbul, Olive Bush-Shrike and Brimstone Canary. We then packed to depart on a descent into the 
lower altitudes as we pushed on through Tzaneen towards our next destination, Toro Yaka Game Lodge 
in the Balule Private Game Reserve – part of the Greater Kruger. 
 
The heat was really starting to set in, especially as we descended the escarpment into the drier lowveld. 
En-route to Balule, we visited the old Bat Hawk nest site near Agatha. Unfortunately, we learnt from a 
passing forester that they had left the nest a few weeks prior. 
 
So, we continued on our journey, picking up Pearl-breasted Swallow, Malachite Kingfisher and Cape 
Weaver from a river bridge, and this was followed by Brown Snake-Eagle, just before arriving at the 
Balule entrance. The heat was really starting to set in, and on our drive through to Toro Yaka we added 
Tawny Eagle and a few others. 
 
After settling into the lovely quaint lodge, we set off on our evening open safari vehicle drive, adding 
numerous bushveld species. However, the real highlights of the drive were on the mammal – front a 
coalition of 2 dominant male lions, which put on a very impressive roaring territorial display from only a 
few metres of us. After delightful sundowners and snacks around a dam filled with grunting hippos, the 
excitement and appreciation levels grew further when we encountered a gorgeous African Wild Cat on 
the hunt, which stayed near our vehicle for several minutes pursuing small prey items. Within a minute 
of leaving this we bumped into a Black Rhino in the darkness. 
 
The eventful day was ended with the most scrumptious dinner set around the pool deck beneath the 
starry sky. 
 
Route: Magoesbaskloof to Tzaneen to Balule to Toro Yaka Game Lodge (192km). 

Weather: Clear most of the day. 
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Temperature range:  14-34°C. 

Birds of the Day:  Cape Parrot, Tawny Eagle 

Mammals of the Day:  African Wild Cat, Black Rhino, 2 male Lions roaring 

Daily Bird Total:  78 seen and 11 heard 

Daily Mammal Total:  13 seen. 
 

   
African Wild Cat     Plain-backed Pipit 

 

Day 6: 30 November 2019 – Balule Private Game Reserve to Dullstroom 
 
The next morning we set off early on another open safari vehicle drive for the Olifants River, quite a 
distance from camp. Along the way, we found Red-headed Weavers and Red-billed Buffalo Weavers, 
and then on our approach to the perennial river a very large rusty-toned raptor alighted from the riverine 
tree, but only fleeting glimpses were possible before it disappeared from view – there was a strong 
belief that it was a Pel’s Fishing-Owl, but cannot be sure. A real misfortune, as it was our primary target.  

Nonetheless, we did see a whole lot more, including an African Crowned-Eagle, Green-backed 
(Striated) Heron, and feeding in the Sycamore Figs were several African Green Pigeons. We then left 
the vehicle to enjoy good hot drinks and snacks, and to explore the river bank on foot, adding White-
fronted Bee-eaters and Jacobin Cuckoo. Upon jumping back onto the vehicle, we drove the riverbank 
road and enjoyed a White-backed Vulture with an immature bird on its nest, as well as Goliath Heron 
and Black Stork mid-stream. 

We then started pulling away from the river, to return to the lodge. We had not ventured far 
before a pair of African Hawk-Eagles performed a fly-over. Upon discovering a small herd of elephant, 
we again alighted from the vehicle and our guide lead us up to within 35m of them on foot, for a more 
real encounter. We then found Common Scimitarbill, African Paradise-Flycatcher, African Mourning 
Dove, Green Woodhoopoe, and many others before arriving back at the lodge for a delicious brunch. 

 
Sadly, we had to depart, up the pass for different habitats on the Mpumalanga highlands. We stopped 
at the JG Strydom Tunnel with hopes of sighting Taita Falcons, but we dipped on these. However, they 
were replaced by an extraordinary high-speed and acrobatic display by three extraordinary Peregrine 
Falcons, that have chased the Taitas off their renowned nesting sites and have replaced them. We then 
added Cape Crow and Booted Eagle while en route to the extraordinary moist altitudinal grasslands 
and rocky cliffs of Mount Anderson Wildlife and Water Catchment Reserve, which forms the source of 
the acclaimed Sand River. 

Upon reaching Mount Anderson we were delighted to add Buffy Pipit, Plain-backed Pipit, 
Croaking Cisticola and Fiscal Flycatcher, amongst many others. On the mammal front we found 
Mountain Reedbuck, a herd of 6 Oribi and numerous others. 
 
We then departed for our overnight destination at the magnificent Walkersons Hotel & Spa in the 
spectacular Walkersons Country Estate – what a special destination to spend our final night of this great 
trip. On the drive through the estate to the hotel we were treated to a pair of Cape Clawless Otters 
hunting through the weired waterways. The eventful day ended with great country accommodation, 
welcome drinks and a high class a la carte dinner. 
 
Route: Toro Yaka to Hoedspruit, to JG Strydom to Mount Anderson to  
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 Walkersons (211km). 

Weather: Clear most of the day. 

Temperature range:  19-34°C. 

Birds of the Day:  Plain-backed Pipit, Buffy Pipit, Booted Eagle, Black Stork 

Mammals of the Day:  Mountain Reedbuck, Oribi, Cape Clawless Otter. 

Daily Bird Total:  120 seen and 9 heard. 

Daily Mammal Total:  14 seen. 
 

    
African Elephant on foot     White-backed Vulture 

 

Day 7: 01 December 2019 – Dullstroom to White River  
 
The next morning we headed out early through Walkersons for the special Verloren Vallei Nature 
Reserve. We were barely out the parking area when we were treated to a delightful Klaas’ Cuckoo pair 
in a gorgeous courtship display. A little further down the road toward the estate gate we discovered 
Cape Grassbirds. We again stopped at a small weir to find a Lesser Swamp Warbler.   
 We then exited and headed off for Verloren Vallei, and soon picked up Jackal Buzzard, Fan-
tailed Widowbird and Long-tailed Widowbird. We drove the border road while waiting for the reserve 
gate to open, and were treated to many delights, including Wing-snapping Cisticola, displaying Yellow-
breasted Pipit, Eastern Long-billed Lark, Pale-crowned Cisticola, Cape Longclaw, a Sentinel Rock-
Thrush pair and a scurrying Yellow Mongoose, which proved a great start.  

Upon entering the reserve, we found Rock Kestrel flying low overhead, Malachite Sunbirds, 
Buff-streaked Chats, Banded Martin, Streaky-headed Seedeater, and Common Quail. We also picked 
up distant views of a flock of Blue Cranes, Black Wildebeest and Common Reedbuck. 
 
Unfortunately, with so much of this gem of a reserve still to explore, we needed to return to Walkersons 
for a delightful brunch and to check out. Bidding this gorges estate goodbye, we headed for the 
Tonteldoos Road in search of more treats. We first discovered Red-throated Wryneck and Cinnamon-
breasted Bunting, and finished off the new birds with great views of a major target, the endemic Ground 
Woodpecker. 
 
It was time to head for the drop-off point in White River, so we headed down the N4 pass, and had one 
last stop at Milly’s in Machadadorp, where we added our last new bird, Whiskered Terns. We pushed 
on to the guesthouse in White River, and just before dropping our client, we had one last search for the 
local Bat Hawk pair, but these again evaded us.  
 
All-in-all, it was a magical trip that produced so many great special and endemic birds, and delivered 
handsomely on the mammal front as well. Our Belgian client was very pleased with the outcome of the 
tri and the great adventure we had just undertaken together. He was amazed at the extraordinary 
biodiversity offering, habitat range and scenic beauty is on offer in the north-eastern arts of this glorious 
country. 
 
Route: Walkersons to Verloren Vallei to around Dullstroom to White River (142km). 

Weather: Clear most of the day. 

Temperature range:  14-31°C. 
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Birds of the Day:  Ground Woodpecker, Yellow-breasted Pipit, Eastern Long-billed Lark, Blue 

Crane, Klaas’ Cuckoo pair courting, Cape Grassbird, Sentinel Rock-Thrush 

Mammals of the Day:  Yellow Mongoose, Black Wildebeest 

Daily Bird Total:  94 seen 7 heard. 

Daily Mammal Total: 11 seen. 
 

    
Mountain Reedbuck    Sentinel Rock-Thrush female 

 
NOTE: 
The reason for our not heading into the famed Kruger National Park on this trip was that our client was 
spending a week in Marloth Park and 3 nights in the Sabi Sands, and hence was going to enjoy ample 
wildlife and birding time in these parts. 
 
 

Species 
 
Note: Species listed were seen by the guide and at least one member of the tour group. 
 

Birds 
 

   
Mountain Wagtail    Peregrine Falcon 

 

No. Full Name Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica         1       1 

2 Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii   H 1 1     1 1 4 

3 Southern Pied Babbler Turdoides bicolor     1           1 

4 Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas       1         1 

5 Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus     1 1   1 1   4 
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No. Full Name Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

6 Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii   H 1 1   H 1   3 

7 Cape Batis Batis capensis         1 1     2 

8 Chinspot Batis Batis molitor       1     1   2 

9 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster     1 1 1   1 1 5 

10 Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus       1     1   2 

11 White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides             1   1 

12 Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix             1 1 2 

13 Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis       1 1 1   1 4 

14 Southern Boubou Laniarius ferrugineus     1       1   2 

15 Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris         1 1 1   3 

16 Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

17 Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi     1         1 2 

18 Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris       1     1   2 

19 Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani       1         1 

20 Black-fronted Bush-S0hrike Chlorophoneus nigrifrons         1       1 

21 Grey-headed Bush-Shrike Malaconotus blanchoti       H         0 

22 Olive Bush-Shrike Chlorophoneus olivaceus         1 1     2 

23 Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus       1         1 

24 Common (Steppe) Buzzard Buteo buteo     1     1 1 1 4 

25 Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus         1     1 2 

26 Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura     H H   H H   0 

27 Black-throated Canary Crithagra atrogularis   1 1           2 

28 Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata             1 1 2 

29 Cape Canary Serinus canicollis         1 1   1 3 

30 Forest Canary Crithagra scotops         1 1     2 

31 Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

32 Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora     1       1 1 3 

33 Buff-streaked Chat Campicoloides bifasciatus               1 1 

34 Familiar Chat Oenathe familiaris   1 1           2 

35 Mocking Cliff Chat 
Thamnolaea 
cinnamomeiventris     1           1 

36 Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis             1   1 

37 Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus     1           1 

38 Levaillant’s Cisticola Cisticola tinniens             1   1 

39 Pale-crowned Cisticola Cisticola cinnamomeus               1 1 

40 Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

41 Wailing Cisticola Cisticola lais         1   1 1 3 

42 Wing-snapping Cisticola Cisticola ayresii             1 1 2 

43 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   1 1         1 3 

44 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata         1       1 

45 Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus   1 1 1 1 1   1 6 

46 White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus         1       1 

47 Burchell’s Coucal Centropus burchellii     1   1 1 1   4 
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No. Full Name Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

48 Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra         1   1 1 3 

49 Blue Crane Grus paradisea 
NT, 
VU             1 1 

50 Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens     1 1     1   3 

51 Cape Crow Corvus capensis             1 1 2 

52 Pied Crow Corvus albus   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

53 African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus         1       1 

54 Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus       1         1 

55 Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius   H 1 1 H H 1 1 4 

56 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius     1           1 

57 Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus             1   1 

58 Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas               1 1 

59 Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius     H 1 H H   H 1 

60 Grey Cuckooshrike Coracina caesia         1       1 

61 African Darter Anhinga rufa   1             1 

62 African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens       H     1   1 

63 Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia capicola   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

64 Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos           1 1   2 

65 Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

66 Namaqua Dove Oena capensis     1         1 2 

67 Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata   1 1     1 1 1 5 

68 Rock Dove Columba livia   1 1 1         3 

69 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis   1 1 1 1 1 1   6 

70 African Black Duck Anas sparsa   1             1 

71 Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos   1 1 1 1       4 

72 White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata   1 1 1         3 

73 Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata   1 1 1 1 1   1 6 

74 African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer     1           1 

75 African Hawk Eagle Aquila spilogaster             1   1 

76 Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis     1 1         2 

77 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus             1   1 

78 Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus           1 1   2 

79 Crowned Eagle Stephanoaetus coronatus 
VU, 
NT       H   1   1 

80 Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis         1     1 2 

81 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 
EN, 
VU         1     1 

82 Great Egret Egretta alba   1 1           2 

83 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   1 1           2 

84 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

85 Yellow-billed (Intermediate) Egret Ardea intermedia     1         1 2 

86 Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis       1         1 

87 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus             1   1 

88 Scaly-feathered Finch Sporopipes squamifrons     1 1 1       3 
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No. Full Name Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

89 African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata     1 1 1 1 1   5 

90 Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala     1           1 

91 Southern (Common) Fiscal Lanius collaris       1 1 1 1 1 5 

92 African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta         1 1 1 1 4 

93 African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis         1   1   2 

94 Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens     1 1         2 

95 Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas         1 H     1 

96 Fiscal Flycatcher Melaeornis silens             1 1 2 

97 Marico Flycatcher Melaeornis mariquensis   1 1 1     1   4 

98 Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina     1 1 1       3 

99 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata       1         1 

100 Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena   H 1 1     1   3 

101 Red-winged Francolin Scleroptila levaillantii               H 0 

102 Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

103 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

104 Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis   1 1 1 1       4 

105 Cape Grassbird Sphenoeacus afer               1 1 

106 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   1 1         1 3 

107 Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus         1       1 

108 Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris       1         1 

109 Yellow-streaked Greenbul Phyllastrephus flavostriatus         1 1     2 

110 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia     1       1   2 

111 Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris   1 1 1     1 1 5 

112 Hamerkop Scopus umbretta     1 1 1   1   4 

113 African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus         1   1   2 

114 Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala     1       1 1 3 

115 Goliath Heron Ardea goliath             1   1 

116 Green-backed (Striated) Heron Butorides striata             1   1 

117 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   1             1 

118 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides     1 1         2 

119 African Hoopoe Upupa africana   1 1 1 1   1 1 6 

120 African Grey Hornbill Lophocerus nasutus   1 1 1     1   4 

121 Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris     1 1     1   3 

122 Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas     1 1   1 1   4 

123 African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus   1 1 1         3 

124 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus     1           1 

125 Hadeda Ibis Bostrychia hagedash     1 1 1 1 1 1 6 

126 Dusky Indigobird Vidua funerea   1             1 

127 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus     1 1     1   3 

128 Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides     1           1 

129 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni     1           1 

130 Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus               1 1 



 
© Sustain Wildlife and Birding Safaris 

 
info@sustainsafaris.com www. sustainsafaris.com Page 12 of 19 

No. Full Name Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

131 Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris   1         1   2 

132 Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima     1   1 1     3 

133 Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata           1     1 

134 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis   1 1       1 1 4 

135 Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti           H     0 

136 Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis     1 1   H 1   3 

137 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

138 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius     1       1   2 

139 Northern Black Korhaan Afrotis afraoides     1 1         2 

140 Red-crested Korhaan Lophotis ruficrista       1   1 1   3 

141 African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus   1 1 1         3 

142 Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus   1 1 1   1 1 1 6 

143 Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus   1 1 1   1 1   5 

144 Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark Eremopterix leucotis     1           1 

145 Eastern Long-billed Lark Certhilauda semitorquata               1 1 

146 Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana   1 1 1         3 

147 Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota   1 1 1     1   4 

148 Cape Longclaw Macronyx capensis               1 1 

149 Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata         1       1 

150 Banded Martin Riparia cincta               1 1 

151 Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola     1     1     2 

152 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum     1           1 

153 Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula       1   1 1 1 4 

154 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus         1       1 

155 Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus   1 1 1     1   4 

156 Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus       1 1 1   1 4 

157 White-backed Mousebird Colius colius       1         1 

158 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

159 Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapilla     1     1 1   3 

160 Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma           1     1 

161 Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena   1             1 

162 Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus     1 1     H   2 

163 Common Ostrich Struthio camelus       1       1 2 

164 African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis           H     0 

165 African Barred Owlet Glaucidium capense           H H   0 

166 Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum           H     0 

167 Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus     1 1   1 1   4 

168 Cape Parrot Poicephalus robustus 
EN, 
VU       1 1     2 

169 Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus       1 1       2 

170 Yellow-throated Bush Sparrow Gymnoris superciliaris   1             1 

171 African Green Pigeon Treron calvus             1   1 

172 African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix         1     1 2 



 
© Sustain Wildlife and Birding Safaris 

 
info@sustainsafaris.com www. sustainsafaris.com Page 13 of 19 

No. Full Name Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

173 Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea   1 1 1     1 1 5 

174 African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus   1 1 1       1 4 

175 Buffy Pipit Anthus vaalensis             1   1 

176 Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys             1   1 

177 Yellow-breasted Pipit Anthus chloris 
VU, 
VU             1 1 

178 Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris   1 1 1   1 1   5 

179 Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans     1           1 

180 Drakensberg Prinia Prinia hypoxantha         1 1     2 

181 Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava   H 1 1   1 1 1 5 

182 Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla       1 1   1 H 3 

183 Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba   1 1 1         3 

184 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix               1 1 

185 Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea     1       1 1 3 

186 Cape Robin-chat Cossypha caffra       1 1 1 H 1 4 

187 Chorister Robin-chat Cossypha dichroa         1 1     2 

188 White-browed Robin-chat Cossypha heuglini       1 1 H     2 

189 White-throated Robin-chat Cossypha humeralis         1       1 

190 Bearded Scrub Robin Cercotrichas quadrivirgata     1           1 

191 Kalahari Scrub Robin Cercotrichas paena   1 1 1         3 

192 White-browed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys   1 1 1     1   4 

193 White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata         1 1     2 

194 Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus     1       1   2 

195 Purple Roller Coracias naevius     1 1   1     3 

196 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos           1 1   2 

197 Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera         1 1     2 

198 Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas             1   1 

199 Streaky-headed Seedeater Crithagra gularis         1     1 2 

200 Shikra Accipiter badius     1           1 

201 Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus     1 1         2 

202 Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor   1 1 1         3 

203 Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca     1 1 1       3 

204 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio   1 1 1     1   4 

205 White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali   1 1 1         3 

206 Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus     1 1     1   3 

207 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   1 1         1 3 

208 Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus   1 1 1 1 1 1   6 

209 African Spoonbill Platalea alba   1         1   2 

210 Natal Spurfowl Pternistis natalensis   1 1 1     1 1 5 

211 Swainson’s Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii   1 1 1         3 

212 Burchell’s Starling Lamprotornis australis     1 1   1 1   4 

213 Cape Glossy Starling Lamprotornis nitens   1 1 1 1 1 1   6 

214 Pied Starling Lamprotornis bicolor               1 1 
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215 Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

216 Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster       1     1   2 

217 Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea     1           1 

218 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus     1           1 

219 African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus       1 1   1 1 4 

220 Black Stork Ciconia nigra 
VU, 
LC           1   1 

221 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 
NT, 
LC   1           1 

222 Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus         1       1 

223 Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 
EN, 
LC           1   1 

224 Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina   1 1   1     1 4 

225 Greater Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris afer         1 1 1   3 

226 Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa               1 1 

227 Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis       1         1 

228 White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala   1 1 1 1   1   5 

229 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

230 Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata     1 1 1 1 1 1 6 

231 Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica   1 1   1 1     4 

232 Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis     1 1 1       3 

233 Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata           1     1 

234 South African Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera     1           1 

235 White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis         1     1 2 

236 Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii     1           1 

237 African (Purple) Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis         1       1 

238 African Black Swift Apus barbatus     1 1 1 1 1 1 6 

239 African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

240 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba         1   1 1 3 

241 Little Swift Apus affinis   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

242 White-rumped Swift Apus caffer   1 1 1 1       4 

243 Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus       1         1 

244 Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis     1           1 

245 Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha     1           1 

246 Caspian Tern Hydropogne caspia 
VU, 
LC 1             1 

247 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida               1 1 

248 White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus     1   1       2 

249 Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis     1 1     1   3 

250 Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus   1       1 1 H 3 

251 Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa   1         H 1 2 

252 Karoo Thrush Turdus smithi   1             1 

253 Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyanus   1     1 1 H   3 

254 Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus         1     1 2 
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255 Sentinel Rock Thrush Monticola explorator 
LC, 
NT             1 1 

256 Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler Sylvia subcoerulea     1 1         2 

257 Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina         1 1 H   2 

258 Knysna Turaco Tauraco corythaix         1 1     2 

259 Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus             H H 0 

260 White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 
CR, 
CR           1   1 

261 White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 
CR, 
CR     1         1 

262 African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp   1   1 1   1 1 5 

263 Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

264 Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara         1       1 

265 Barratt’s Warbler Bradypterus barratti         1       1 

266 Dark-capped Yellow Warbler Iduna natalensis       1 1 1     3 

267 Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris               1 1 

268 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus     H 1 1   H H 2 

269 Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos     1 1         2 

270 Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis   1 1 1   1 1   5 

271 Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild     1   1 1   1 4 

272 Swee Waxbill Coccopygia melanotis         1       1 

273 Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus     1           1 

274 Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis           1 1 1 3 

275 Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius           1     1 

276 Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger     1     1 1   3 

277 Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps     1       1   2 

278 Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus   1 1 1 1       4 

279 Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons         1     1 2 

280 Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus             1 1 2 

281 Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata   1             1 

282 Cape White-eye Zosterops virens         1 1 1   3 

283 Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea       1         1 

284 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura       1         1 

285 Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris               1 1 

286 Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne               1 1 

287 Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens         1   1 1 3 

288 White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus       1     1   2 

289 Green Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus             1   1 

290 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni         H       0 

291 Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 
LC, 
NT             1 1 

292 Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos griseocephalus         1 1     2 

293 Red-throated Wryneck Jynx ruficollis               1 1 

  GRAND TOTAL 293 Seen 78 139 121 105 84 128 100 727 
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Heard 5 3 3 4 11 9 6 41 

 
 

Mammals    

 

   
African Elephant (Loxodonta africana)           Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius) 

 

No. Full Name  Scientific Name 

Red 
Data 

Status 

Day 
Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus         H   1   1 

2 Free-tailed Bat Tadarida sp.           1     1 

3 Blesbok Damaliscus phillipsi     1 1       1 3 

4 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus             1   1 

5 African Wild Cat Felis lybica           1     1 

6 Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia     1 1 1     1 4 

7 African Elephant Loxodonta africana   1 1     1 1   4 

8 South African Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis   1 1 1   1     4 

9 Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis       1         1 

10 Red Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus   1 1         1 3 

11 Eland Taurotragus oryx     1 1         2 

12 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius   1 1     1     3 

13 Impala Aepyceros melampus   1 1 1   1 1   5 

14 Blackbacked Jackal Canis mesomelas   1             1 

15 Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros   1 1 1   1     4 

16 Lion Panthera leo   1   C   1     2 

17 Slender Mongoose Galerella sanguinea           1     1 

18 Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata               1 1 

19 Samango Monkey Cercopithecus mitis       1 1       2 

20 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops   1 1 1   1 1 1 6 

21 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii     1 1       1 3 

22 Oribi Ourebia ourebi             1   1 

23 Oryx Oryx gazella       1       1 2 

24 Cape Clawless Otter Aonyx capensis             1   1 

25 Common Reedbuck Redunca fulvorufula               1 1 

26 Mountain Reedbuck Redunca arundinum   1         1   2 

27 Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis   1       1     2 

28 White Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum   1 1           2 

29 Roan Hippotragus equinus       1       1 2 



 
© Sustain Wildlife and Birding Safaris 

 
info@sustainsafaris.com www. sustainsafaris.com Page 17 of 19 

30 Sable Hippotragus niger     R R       R 0 

31 Springbok Antidorcas marsuplialis     R           0 

32 Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi       1     1   2 

33 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris     1 1   1 1 1 5 

34 Tsessebe Damaliscus lunatus       1         1 

35 Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus   1 1 1     1   4 

36 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus   1 1 1   1 1   5 

37 Black Wildebeest Connochaetes gnou               1 1 

38 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus   1 1 1         3 

39 Golden Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus     R           0 

40 Burchell's Zebra Equus burchellii   1 1 1     1 1 5 

  GRAND TOTAL 40 Seen 16 20 21 3 13 13 13 92 

 

Reptiles 
 

 
Drakensberg Crag Lizard (Pseudocordylus melanotus) 
 

No. Full Name  Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  

1 Leopard Tortoise Stigmochelys pardalis           1     1 

2 Giant Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus validus             1   1 

3 Rainbow Skink Trachylepis margaritifer   1 1 1   1 1   5 

4 African Striped Skink Trachylepis striata       1         1 

5 Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus           1 1   2 

6 Drakensberg Crag Lizard 
Pseudocordylus melanotus 
subviridis               1 1 

7 

Incomplete − many others identified but not listed 8 

9 

  GRAND TOTAL 6+ Seen 1 1 2 0 3 3 1 11 
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Butterflies   
   

   
     Rainforest Brown (Cassionympha cassius)     White-barred Acraea (Hyalites encedon encedon) 
 

No. Full Name  Scientific Name 
Red 
Data 

Status 

Day Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  

1 Rainforest Acraea Acraea boopis boopis        1 1       2 

2 White-barred Acraea  Hyalites encedon encedon       1 1       2 

3 Rainforest Brown  Cassionympha cassius                   0 

4 Blotched Leopard Lachnoptera ayresii    1     1 

5 African Monarch Danaus chrysippus aegyptius   1   1 1 1     4 

6 Blue Pansy Junonia oenone oenone         1   1   2 

7 Yellow Pansy Junonia hierta cebrene     1 1     1   3 

8 Citrus Swallowtail 
Papilio demodocus 
demodocus   1   1   1     3 

9 Gold Spotted Sylph Metisella metis         1       1 

10 

Incomplete − many others identified but not listed 11 

12 

  GRAND TOTAL 9+          

 
 

Amphibians 
 

  
       Bubbling Kassina (Kassina senegalensis) Sharp-nosed Grass Frog (Ptychadena oxyrhynchus) 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7  

1 Bubbling Kassina Kassina senegalensis     1           1 

2 Guttural Toad Sclerophrys gutturalis   1     1   1   3 

3 Sharp-nosed Grass Frog  Ptychadena oxyrhynchus     1     1     2 

7 

Incomplete − many others identified but not listed 8 

9 

  GRAND TOTAL 3+ Seen 1 2 0 1 1 1 0 6 

 
 

 
Morning coffee on the Olifants River floodplain 
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